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PRESENTATION ABSTRACT:   
In some cultural communities, children commonly learn through keen ob-
servation of ongoing community events in which they participate with in-
tent concentration and initiative when they are ready.  I contrast this 
tradition of support for children's learning with specialized lessons out 
of the context of productive activity - which are often organized as 
'assembly-line' preparation of children for eventual adult roles. Use of 
the two traditions relates to historical and cultural differences in chil-
dren's opportunities to participate in cultural activities and their segre-
gation in age-specific child-focused settings such as compulsory, exten-
sive schooling. I will illustrate these ideas with research in Guatemalan 
Mayan, U.S. Mexican-heritage, and U.S. European-heritage communities, as 
well as from an elementary school that supports children's intent par-
ticipation (reported in Learning Together, Oxford University Press, 
2001).  
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Santa Cruz Foundation Professor of Psychology and holds the University of 
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Society, the American Anthropological Association, and the American Psycho-
logical Association. Barbara Rogoff has been a Fellow of the Center for Ad-
vanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, a Kellogg Fellow, a Spencer Fellow, 
and an Osher Fellow of the Exploratorium. She has served as Editor of Human 
Development and of the Newsletter of the Society for Research in Child Devel-
opment, Study Section member for the National Institute of Child Health and Hu-
man Development, and a committee member on the Science of Learning for the 
National Academy of Science. She was selected to give the 2004 UC Santa Cruz 
Faculty Research Lecture. Her book Apprenticeship in Thinking received the 
Scribner Award from the American Educational Research Association. Rogoff's 
recent books include Learning Together: Children and Adults in a School Com-
munity and The Cultural Nature of Human Development.  


