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PRESENTATION ABSTRACT: 
There seems to be a general agreement that children learn best when 
they understand what the teacher is saying. But in Africa children do 
not understand what the teacher is saying. The use of the languages 
of the former colonial powers as languages of instruction consti-
tutes an effective barrier to knowledge for millions of African chil-
dren. Why are these foreign languages still retained as languages of 
learning? What are the forces working for an entrenchment of the 
colonial languages? What are the arguments used? What are the 
forces supporting the use of African languages with which children 
are more familiar? The lecture will build on my current research and 
field-work in Tanzania and South Africa. The debate on the issue of 
shifting the language of instruction in Tanzanian secondary and 
higher education from English to Kiswahili will be looked at in some 
detail. 
 
Birgit Brock-Utne is a Professor of Education and Development and Director of the 
M.Phil. in Comparative and International Education at the University of Oslo. She is 
the Norwegian project leader of LOITASA, of LOISA, the Norwegian Research Coun-
cil project, an analysis of policies and practices concerning language in education 
in primary schools in South Africa and secondary schools in Tanzania and of NE-
TREED.  Brock-Utne has her doctorate in peace studies. She is a native speaker of 
Norwegian with native-like proficiencies in English, German, and Kiswahili, reading 
proficiency in French and beginning conversational skills in Japanese. She worked 
as a Professor of Education at the University of Dar es Salaam (1987-1992) and has 
since written numerous articles on education in Africa. Her latest book is Whose 
Education for All? The Recolonization of the African Mind. New York: Falmer 
Press. 2000.  
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